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May 22nd, 2018 

Chesaning Village Planning Commission Minutes 

 
 

Commission Chair Rodman called the meeting of the Chesaning Village Planning Commission to order at 

7:01 PM on May 22nd, 2018 in the Village of Chesaning council chambers. 

Roll Call: Present -  Barnum, Brown, Greenfelder, Hoover, Parker, Seeley-Navarre, Rodman 

   Feltman 

 

Motioned by Greenfelder, supported by Hoover to approve the agenda.   Motion carried. 

Seeley-Navarre requested an amendment to the April 24th, 2018 minutes. Amendment is on page 3. 

“Seeley-Navarre stated she is concerned about the number of facilities 

that have been approved.” 

Was changed to, 

“Seeley-Navarre stated she is concerned about the number of buildings 

on sites that have been approved.” 

 

Motioned by Hoover, supported by Seeley-Navarre to approve the minutes from the April 24th, 2018 

meeting with Seeley-Navarre’s amendment.   Motion carried. 

Public Comments: 

None 

Unfinished Business: 

None 

New Business: 

15403 Sharon Road: Preliminary Site Plan Review 

Feltman stated that they are looking for approval of density of the project, along with input on what issues 

or points of interest does the planning commission have regarding this project. 

Feltman asked how soon they intended to add a new building to the property. 

Parmenter stated that they hoped to have the outside of a new structure completed by the end of the year, 

moving forward with the inside afterwards. Their plan is to start with the building closest to the existing 

building, building 9, which will be moved closer to the existing building. 

Parmenter went on to explain that the doors on the outside of the new buildings will not be accessible 

from the outside and will be alarmed for fire access. Employees will come in to scrub in and enter the 

other buildings from a central location. There will be connecting corridors to connect the buildings from 

within. They intend to operate on a closed-loop system, with no air going out or coming in, allowing them 

to run 100% organic. 
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Parmenter also explained that the number of buildings has changed due to the rerouting of traffic. 

Rodman asked in what order the buildings were going to be built. Parmenter stated that the order is not 

set, but they would like to build as much as they can before they have to tear any buildings down. 

Brown asked about the size of the buildings. Parmenter replied that they are 72 by 280. 

Barnum inquired about which buildings along the front of the property they intended to start with. 

Parmenter stated they will start with building 9, followed by building 10 if there is enough room, 

followed by buildings 1, 2, and 3, which are those closest to the entrance and the road. 

Barnum inquired about how much additional traffic would be coming down Sharon Rd, due to the 

facility, and what Parmenter plans to do to maintain the road. Parmenter replied that they are not 

responsible for the road work and he was unsure of what they would want to do. 

Feltman asked if Barnum was wondering about if the facility would need to put in a deceleration lane. 

Barnum explained that he wanted to know how Parmenter was planning to handle the additional traffic on 

Sharon Rd, whether or not extra lanes would be added, for example. 

Parmenter explained that they intend to break up the employees over three shifts, so the additional traffic 

will be staggered through the day. 

Greenfelder inquired about the estimated number of employees at full capacity and all the buildings were 

done. Foulds responded that they estimated around 425 in total, spread across three shifts. 

Barnum stated that with the additional traffic if the roads were going to be able to support that traffic or if 

the facility will have to re-do the roads. Rodman replied that the facility would not be the one re-doing the 

roads. 

Rodman asked what the traffic was like when Peet Packing was open. Seeley-Navarre responded that you 

could tell when shifts changed at Peet Packing, and one shift let out at around the same time as the 

schools, along with traffic from Hehr, and there were no issues then, besides for some traffic back-ups. 

Parmenter stated that they would work with the Village if it became an issue, and restructure how many 

people get out of work and when they get out. 

Seeley-Navarre mentioned that a traffic study would need to be done anyway. 

Greenfelder stated that it wasn’t a problem when Peet Packing was open and she doesn’t see how it would 

be an issue now. 

Parmenter stated that they will be recycling the soil so once the soil is in they won’t need to be hauling 

soil in again. They plan to minimize the amount of trucks coming in and out as much as they can. 

Parmenter also explained that if the traffic became an issue when they reached their maximum potential 

they would work with the Village to re-address the traffic issues. 

Feltman commented that he didn’t see a heavy truck traffic being an issue, nor did he see this needing a 

deceleration lane with the employees being spread out over multiple shifts. 

Greenfelder stated that she thinks this would be a fabulous problem to have, and she hopes they have to 

worry about having so much traffic because we are employing so many people we don’t know what to do. 
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Seeley-Navarre stated that the facility has enough of the right-of-way where they could put in their own 

turn lane on south side heading north. Parmenter said they could do that and just leave out some shrubs. 

Parker commented that Walmart and Meijer distribution centers have one way in and one way out, and he 

has never seen traffic backed up.  

Parmenter commented that they will likely have to stagger workers in anyway so that they can shower 

and scrub in properly. 

Rodman inquired about the types of materials that would be used for the warehouses. Parmenter 

confirmed it would be corrugated metal to match the current buildings. 

Hoover asked if the passageways were going to be elevated. Parmenter stated that they will be at ground 

level now, except for the one between the main building and building 9, because building 9 will be used 

for observation. 

Feltman asked if this would be one of those best practices layouts that could be marketed. Parmenter 

responded that they would like to, as more states come on board, be able to license their design to other 

facilities. 

Hoover asked for clarification regarding the fence. Parmenter responded that the fence does go all the 

way around the property, and there will be cameras inside the fence. 

Seeley-Navarre asked if the water cisterns or reservoirs will be in each warehouse. Parmenter confirmed 

that there will be tanks between each building. 

Barnum asked if the facility would be connecting to Village sewer. Parmenter stated that they were 

already connected to Village water and sewer. 

Motioned by Brown, supported by Hoover to approve of the preliminary site plan review for 15403 

Sharon Rd. Motion Carried with Barnum opposed. 

Solar Panel Ordinance: Review & Recommendation to Village Council 

Feltman explained that this discussion was intended to be more of a discussion on the structure and 

content of the ordinance, not the specific heights, ect. Feltman also stated that they integrated the idea of 

an accessory use, for those seeking to just put up a few panels on their property. The ordinance primarily 

addresses solar farms, not the accessory use. 

Hoover mentioned the importance of requiring solar farms to set aside funds to take down the solar panels 

when the projects are done. 

Ed Bishop asked for clarification if Cypress Creek Land Holding was the same as Sun2O. Feltman 

confirmed. 

Bishop expressed concern about any glare or extra heat coming off the solar panels, and environmental 

issues. Bishop continued to comment about setbacks, fencing. He believes that most of his questions will 

be answered once he is able to see a layout. 

Bishop asked if this is grant money to put in the solar farm, or who is paying for all of this. Rodman 

responded that the commission does not know, because the commission is currently just working on the 

ordinance. 
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Bishop also discussed the condition of the solar farm run by DTE and asked if the lawn would be mowed. 

Rodman stated it could be something the Village could enforce, Greenfelder continued by suggesting it 

could go under landscaping. 

Seeley-Navarre commented that they don’t mow around the solar panels in Ann Arbor. 

Bishop asked about the height of the panels, whether or no the panels would be on the ground or raised. 

Seeley-Navarre stated they are off the ground. Greenfelder added that there will be a maximum height 

limit. 

Bishop asked for clarification on the sublease portion of the ordinance. Feltman answered by saying that 

Sun2O is like a real estate firm that will secure the leases and the energy company comes in behind it to 

set up the project. 

Bishop asked if there would be any kind of buildings on site. Feltman responded that the village does not 

know because they have not received any plans. Seeley-Navarre added that she believed there would have 

to be at least something small. 

Greenfelder inquired about berming around the property as part of landscaping, in an attempt to make the 

solar panels less noticeable. 

Seeley-Navarre commented that the company would have to be careful on how they planted the trees so 

as not to obstruct light from 10am to 3pm. 

Barnum asked if the Village knew where the electricity was going. Feltman answered that it will be run 

down to a substation. Seeley-Navarre added that it was the substation on Lockwood and First. 

Rodman stated she would like to learn more before passing anything. Rodman state she would like the 

commission to take a field trip to Lapeer to check out DTE’s panels along with participating in a webinar 

focused on planning and zoning for solar energy systems. 

Feltman mentioned that during the trip to Lapeer the commission may want to meet with representatives 

from Lapeer and have a discussion with them regarding what they would have done differently for 

example. 

Rodman wondered if the commission would work with DTE to set up a tour or just go drive around and 

come back. 

Barnum thought they should set something up with Lapeer County people to discuss the solar panels. 

Bishop stated that he has seen DTE panels and talked to some residents nearby. 

Seeley-Navarre asked if anyone has talked to the resident in town who owns five to six panels in his yard. 

Bishop stated that Parmenter mentioned they were interested in using solar panels at 15403 Sharon Rd. 

Village Update: Village Administrator 

Feltman stated that he is currently working on new sites for Lippert Components, formerly Hehr, as they 

have bought the business not the buildings and they would like to relocate and combine the two plants. 

Greenfelder asked about the requirements for the Heritage House by October. Feltman stated that there 

was a list of nine requirements and listed a few. 
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Seeley-Navarre asked if there was any word on the Braun brothers. Rodman stated that they are just 

looking for someone to buy their property. Feltman added that for the property to be used for medical 

marihuana the deadline has already passed as it won’t be able to get in before the moratorium. 

Barnum stated that he talked to one of the secretaries down at the church about the school in the church. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm. 

 

Submitted by Planning Secretary Lisa Bohn 


